
What Happened to Captain Scott?

Captain Robert Falcon Scott set out on his journey 
to the Antarctic in 1910, using mechanical sledges. 
When those sledges failed, he had to rely on the 
few dogs he had taken to pull him, his men and 
their equipment. 

When they finally reached the South Pole in 
January 1912, they discovered that a team of 
explorers from Norway had arrived before them.

Scott and his team had to travel back 800 miles 
through freezing temperatures and ice. They had 
poor clothing and very little food and sadly, 
they died. Many months later, a search 
party found their bodies and buried them 
in the snow.
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Quick Questions
1.	 Why did dogs have to pull Scott’s sledges? 

�

2.	 Which word has the author used in the second 
paragraph to show that it took a long time for 
them to get to the South Pole?  
�

3.	 How do you think Scott and his men felt when 
they knew someone had got to the South Pole 
before them? 
�
�
�

4.	 Where were Scott and his team finally buried? 
�
�	
�
�
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Answers
1.	 Why did dogs have to pull Scott’s sledges? 

The dogs pulled the sledges because the 
mechanical sledges failed.

2.	 Which word has the author used in the second 
paragraph to show that it took a long time for 
them to get to the South Pole?  
finally

3.	 How do you think Scott and his men felt when 
they knew someone had got to the South Pole 
before them? 
Accept any inferential answer with reference 
to the text, e.g. They probably felt very 
disappointed as they had travelled a very  
long way. 

4.	 Where were Scott and his team finally buried? 
Scott and his team were buried in the snow.


